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Good Scientific Practice for Doctoral Researchers

Binding regulations for all doctoral theses at the Faculty of Mathe-
matics and Natural Sciences with decision of the Faculty Council,
June 30" 2015:

General principle:

An expert reader must be able to judge at any time whether a certain passage of the
thesis is an original achievement of the doctoral researcher or not.

In particular the following three rules apply:

1. Use of ideas, concepts etc. — anything beyond the general knowledge about a
subject - has to be marked by referencing.

2. Direct copies of texts or figures have to be marked as citation — if not standard
formulas or standard phrases. This refers to any kind of borrowing of ideas and
any part of the thesis.

3. Principally, quoting from one’s own publications in the thesis is permitted -
even if other authors have contributed to these publications. This type of citation
has to be marked by full reference (names of all authors). The doctoral research-
er has to indicate the amount and content of his or her own contribution to these
publications in the appendix (cf. Doctoral Regulations).

It is, of course possible that by standardized linguistic usage or by chance particular
phrases might match those of other texts.



